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PARTY AND STATE 


GOAL OF SOCIALIST PRODUCTION TO SATISFY NEEDS OF PEOPLE 
Shanghai JILEPANG RIBAO in Chinese 21 Jan 81 p 3 
{Article by Su Shaozhi: “The Goal of Socialist Production ard Socialist Democracy") 


{Text} With regard to the goal of socialist production, I suggest inat it is the 
maximum satisfaction of the growing material and cultural needs of the whole society. 
Generally speaking, the goal of social production has always covered the whole society, 
not merely the enterprises and independent producers in » ccciety. For this reason, 
although the enterprises and independent producers in a socialist society are com- 
modity producers whose goal it is to create useful value and profits, yet from the 
overall viewpoint of useful value to satisfy the needs of the whole people. Therein 
lies the difference between socialist and capitalist production. The “maximum satis- 
taction" mentioned above means the maximum satisfaction of concrete needs, not the 
maximum satisfaction of abstract needs as described in the phrase "to each according 
to his needs." We cannot negate the goal of socialist production as it is likewise 
the goal o: production of a communist society. 


Unity of the Goal and Motive of Production 


Let us study the goal of production from the angle of the unity of the goal and motive 
of production. 


From history we can see that the reason why the economic system of 4 new society was 
able to replace and finally defeat the economic system of the old society was because 
that under the economic system of the new society, the laborers were more enthusiastic 
in labor and were able to increase their labor productivity and productive force. The 
maximum satisfaction of the growing material and cultural needs of the whole society 
guarantees that the laborers of the socialist society are more enthusiastic in labor 
than the laborers of all preceeding societies. 





There is unity of the goal and motive of production in any society. In a capitalist 
society, Marx said that the goal and motive of production lies in the surplus value. 
In a socialist society, the goal of production is identical with the motive of pro- 
duction of the laborers, the mainstay of socialism. The principle of material gain 
as one of the basic principles of historical materialism tells us that from a long- 
term viewpoint, the motive of production of laborers in a socialist society is to 
satisfy more satisfactorily the growing material and cultural needs of the society 
with the development of production. If we fail to achieve that goal over a long 
period of time (except during a war against invaders), it would be difficult for 

us to demand that laborers display a high degree of consciousness and enthusiasm. 

















It goes without saying, of course, the maximum satisfaction of the material and cultural 
needs of the people does not mean achieving the goal in spite of the level of economic 
development and the object possibilities, but rather achieving it under given economic 
conditions, If, after we have developed production it ie still impossible to satisfy 
the material and cultural neede of the laborers because of bureaucracy on the part 

of the leadership or because of great loss and waste in production and transportation 
caused by the adoption of unsound systems, the laborers will lose their work enthusiasm, 


for thie reason, a discussion on the goal of socialist production is a matter of great 
significance not only for the adoption of a guideline in production planning and 
organization and for the readjustment of the national economy today, but also for 

the adoption of effective ways and means to develop fully the work enthusiasm of the 
laborers. Up to the present time, very few people have carried out studies from 
this angle on this problem. 


We often say that after the overthrow of the capitalist system of exploitation, the 
suppressed work enthusiasm of the laborers should become emancipated as the eruption 
of a voleano. This was true at the height of the revolution. But in the long period 
after the height of the revolution is over, in countries where the proletariat has 
gained victory in ite revolution, such as in China, the labor productivity of the 
whole society still remains inferior to that of the developed capitalist countries. 
This state of affairs may sometimes be explained as due to the lower production level 
prior to the revolution, the poorer technological foundation, the inferior management 
and lower cultural standards. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the productivity 
of laborers working in factories whose equipment is imported wholly from a foreign 
country is still much lower than that of identical factories in the developed 
capitalist countries. We are told that the labor productivity in Hungary as a whole 
is about 40 to 50 percent that of West Germany. fven in factories having identical 
equipment with that in West Germany, the labor productivity of the Hungarian workers 
is only a little over 60 percent of that of the West German workers. Although we 

do not have such statistics in China, we have reason to believe that the labor produc- 
tivity of Chinese workers is lower even than that of the Hungarian workers. If we 
don't want to whitewash things but want to adopt a realistic scientific attitude, we 
should have the courage to admit that there are problems in the motive of production 
and in the work enthusiasm of the laborers of our society. It is true, of course, 
that nothing in the world is simple, and there are many factors contributing to this 
development. Yet fron the viewpoint of material gain, this development is directly 
attributable to the fact that we have ignored the goal of socialist production over 
a long period of time, so much so that the laborers have enjoyed little improvement 
in their material and cultural livelihood in spite of their hard labor. 


For this reason, it is necessary for us not only to study sincerely the meaning and 
he role of the goal of socialist production, but also to study emphatically the 
ways and means to assure the realization of that goal. 


Democracy and the Development of Economy 


To assure the realization of the goal of socialist production, it is necessary 
continually to develop production force, carry out technonological and administrative 
revolution, greatly increase labor productivity, and assure the continual growth of 
the economy. This is obvious. Nevertheless, I would like to talk about the factor 
of our system, particularly the factor of our political system--the problem of social 
socialist democracy. 

















There is no denying the superiority of the socialist economy. A socialist society is 
noted for ite public ownership, the system of “to each according to his work," and 

the elimination of exploitation, With the removal of the classical capitalist obstacles 
hindering the economic development such as the prevalance of anarchiem in production, 
the periodic over-production, and the recurring economic crises, a socialist society 
should be able to develop its economy more easily. For inatance, prior to 1953, 
although the Soviet Union had serious political problems and wae hard hit by World 

War Ll, it succeeded in developing its national economy. Even Western scholars 
admitted that "No major Western power succeeded in carrying out its industrial revolu- 
tion in such 4 short time and under such difficult conditions.” ([lesaac Duse, “Russia 
After Stalin (1954)"] It must aleo be seen that to achieve such success in the 
economy, the Soviet Union went through great hardship, sacrificing a great deal in 

its laber force, consumption, Living standard and the democratic Life of the people. 
Ae a result, up to 1953, the Soviet Union was etill far behind the United States and 
the other developed capitalist countries in technology. This was attributable to the 
lack of democracy which Led to bureaucratiem, the low work efficiency, the overly 
expanded campaign against reactionaries hindering the development of production and 
the development of the superiority of socialism, making it impossible to solve many 

of the difficulties encountered in the development of the socialist economy and 
realize the goal of socialist production, Just as correctly pointed out by 

(J. Erenstein), French Communist historian, in his book "The Beginning and End of 

the Stalin Phenomenon,” “We must draw a line between socialism and the Stalin 
phenomenon (meaning the system in violation of the principle of socialist democracy-- 
author)" We should defend the rationality and superiority of socialism, and oppose 
acts in violation of socialist democracy and the legal system. The former will pro- 
mote the development of economy and the latter will hinder the development of the 
superiority of socialism and the socialist economy. 


At present, international economists and sociologists are carrying out discussions 
on the relationship between political systems and economic efficiency and between 
democracy and the development of economy as reflected in the developments in the 
Soviet Union and the East European countries. We should gain some enlightenment 
from these discussions. 





There were largely four schools of thought: 


il. It was held that there is no regular relationship between democracy and the 
development of economy. This view was reflected in the book “Industrialization and 
Democracy,” by (Karl Dashvienitz, Jr.). 


2. Based on a study of 74 underdeveloped countries, it was held that as an independent 
factor, the practice of political democracy is in inverse proportion to the average 
national gross product per capita, and is unrelated to the fluctuation of the average 
national gross product per capita, except as it is in inverse proportion with it. 

This view was carried in the book "Society, Politics and the Development of Economy" 
(1967) by (frma Adelman) and Cynthia Morris). 


). It was held that after the completion of the industrial revolution, there is a 
long-term interrelationship between democracy and the development of the economy. 

This view was held by (Stanislav Gomulka) as seen in his article "The Economic Factors 
in Socialist Democratization and Capitalist Democratization" published in the 
COMPARATIVE ECONOMY of the United States, December 1977. He held that the core of 
economic and social development lies in “the rate of technological innovation" which 




















ie mainly under the influence of factors unrelated to administrative systems. in 
areas of advanced technology (principally the United States, known as the "technolog- 
ical torefront"), the "rate of technological innovation" depends on the rate of 
increase in investments (the investments of labor and funds) in research and develop- 
ment, in countries which cannot be regarded as the "technological forefront," the 
rate of technological innovation depends mainly on the extensive adoption of imported 
technology. Be {ct technological invention or technological adoption, among the 
noneconomic factors affecting the adoption and popularization of new technology, 

the most important factors are not the degree of political democratization, but 
rather the degree of economic development promotion conducted by the leadership, and 
the so-called “valuation system of capitalism or of the bourgeoisie," i.e. the 
promotion of competition, creativeness, technological advancement and the differenti- 
ation of remunerations. On the other hand, the so-called “socialist valuation system," 
i.e. socialism, safety and independence, is of no help in the development of economy. 
(Gomulka) holds that by the time the “economic explosion" resulting from the indus- 
trial revolution has come to an end and when the economy has continued to develop, 
the number of intellectuals has increased, the shortage of supplies has been alleviated, 
and there is a growing demand for nonmaterial products, will there be increased 
demands for democracy, and that although there is possibly a long-term relationship 
between the growth of the economy and democracy, one must not take democracy as an 
independent economic factor as done by (Bruce). 


4, It was held that socialist democratization is a factor contributing to economic 
efficiency. This view was advanced by (F. Bruce) in his book “Socialist Ownership 
and Political System" (1975). On the basis of the actual developments in the East 
European countries, he held that the following points should be taken into considera- 
tion in one’s study: (1) When the economic development enters into the stage of 
intensive growth, demanding that the productivity of labor and capital be increased, 
more variety in capital goods and consumer goods be provided, and the quality of 
products be placed under more strict control, one must give due consideration to 

the relationship between economic efficiency and the political system. (2) The 
greater the extent of public ownership of the economy in society, the greater will 

be the extent of “political control of the economy." There is no denying that the 
quality of management has an important bearing on economic efficiency. If a nation 
adopts the system of imposing political contro! over the economy, we must acknowledge 
the influence of the political system on the « oy. (3) With the removal of all 
the capitalist obstacles in the way of economic development, the political factor 
may remain the only obstacle to economic development at a certain stage. This 
obstacle is in the form of the lack of rational arrangements for the distribution 

of resources on a long-term basis due to political despotism, the adoption of 
arbitrary economic policy, the lack of choice in selecting a most suitable plan, 
political irresponsibility with regard to mismanagement, the lack of a rational cadre 
promotion system, and the estrangement among leaders. 


(Bruce) held that political despotism should be held responsible for the lack of 
economic efficiency. If there is no mass participation and supervision in the adminis- 
tration at all levels including the district level, and if ail affairs are determined 
by the supreme leadership, it would dampen the initiative and enthusiasm of the local 
authorities. Political despotism may also result in serious long-term social corrup- 
tion. Deprived of their right to participate in and decide on most of their social 

and economic activities, the masses will realize that there is a great difference 














between reality and propaganda, so they will give way to the pursuance of personal 
gains, the practice of hedonism and apathy, the adoption of a negative attitude 
toward their jobs and public property, and even the practice of immorality and black- 
marketeering. This state of affairs is often aggravated by the shortage of supplies, 
to the detriment of economic efficiency and development. It was in this sense that 
(Bruce) held that socialist democratization is a contributing fictor to economic 
efficiency. 


Socialist Democracy Serves as a Guarantee to the Fulfillment of the Goal of Socialist 
Production 


Some comrades may hold that as an element of the upper structure, democracy cannot be 
considered as an economic factor. In reality, however, even if democracy is so con- 
sidered, we cannot deny that it does have some influence on economic efficiency and 
development. We all know that in the "On Violence" chapter of “Anti-Duhring,” 

Engels said: “When political power has become independent from a society and has 
transtormed itself from a servant to the master, it may function in two ways. Either 
it tunctions in accordance with the law, the spirit and the orientation of the develop- 
ment of the economy--in which case it does not conflict with but rather promotes the 
development of the economy--or it funccions against the development of the economy-- 
in which case, with few exceptions, it is invariably crushed under the pressure of 

the economic development.... The economic development is always able relentlessly 

to blaze a trail for itself." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels" Vol 3, pp 222-223) 
in a Socialist society, it is logical to engage in production for fulfilling the goal 
of socialist production, and the practice of socialist democracy guarantees that the 
logical thing can be done. 


In China, due to the lack of social democracy and, particularly, due to the long-term 
negligence of the goal of socialist production as a result of the practice of fascist 
despotism by Lin Biao and the “gang of four" in the 10 years of turmoil, the material 
and cultural needs of the people remain unsatisfied, thereby dampening the work 
enthusiasm of our laborers and undermining the development of the superiority of 
socialism in China. At present, we have begun to appreciate and stress the importance 
ot the goal of socialist production. This is a big step forward. Nevertheless, we 
must further study the ways and means to fulfill that goal. We should not only make 
an effort to do a good job in readjusting and developing the economy, but also assure 
that the fruits of economic development be used to satisfy the growing material 

and cultural needs of the people. We should not only forbid lawbreakers to feather 
their own nests through corruption, but also prevent malpractices in work which 

cause extravagant waste. 


The practice of socialist democracy will assure the fulfillment of the goal of 
socialist production. After the "gang of four" was smashed, the party and the people 
advanced the demand to practice socialist democracy and strengthen the socialist 
legal system to their satisfaction. 


Socialist democracy includes political democracy, economic democracy and social 
democracy. 


To practice political democracy, it is necessary to carry out direct elections for 
people's delegates at all levels, abolish the life-tenure of leading party and 
government cadres, reform the cadre system, oppose the concentration of power in the 

















hands of only a few persons, place the cadres at the various levels under the 
supervision of the masses, draw a line of distinction between the party and the 
government, and establish discipline inspection committees, so that the people can 
be masters of the state both in name and in reality, and so that the policy-making 
power is held in the hands of the people, 


To practice economic and social democracy, it is necessary to implement the workers’ 
congress system, so that the workers’ congresses will be the most authoritative organ 
of the enterprises concerned, and so that the workers are not only in control of 
their enterprises but also are the policy-makers, thus becoming the true masters of 
their enterprises. it is also necessary to bring the roles of trade unions and the 
various types of mass organizations into full play, let the people enjoy all the 
treedoms provided in the constitution, grant the workers the policy-making power 
governing cultural, educational, public health, publicity, collective welfare and 
other social affairs, so that workers will become the masters of the society both 

in name and in reality. 


In short, it is necessary for workers to assume firect control over their enterprises, 
their societies and their state. Workers should be not only the masters of their 
enterprises, their societies and their state, but also the policy-makers and admini- 
strators, having the power to use the capital goods of society and distribute the 
fruits of their labor. Only in this way will it be possible for all members of the 
society to enjoy the fruits of labor to assure the fulfillment of the goal of 
socialist production. 


The great democrat Lincoln advanced the slogan "of the people, for the people and 

by the people.” But in a capitalist society, that is a hollow slogan which cannot 

be put into practice. Only in a socialist society such as ours can such a slogan 

be put into real practice to assure the fulfillment of the goal of socialist production 
and promote the development of our national economy. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LENIN SUGGESTED AS GUIDE IN POLICY TOWARD INTELLECTUALS 


Xian SHAANXI RIBAO in Chinese 4 Mar 81 p 3 
/Acticle by Zhang Yunfeng /1728 0061 73647" “How Did Lenin Treat the Intellectuals?"/ 


/Text/ After the victory of the October Revolution, Lenin considered it extremely 
important to give full play to the function of the intellectuals in the construction 

of socialism. He was of the opinion that it is necessary for the administration and 
construction of a well-run state to have a large contingent of intellectuals with 
specialized knowledge. He advocated guarding as the apple of one's eye all specialists 
who do an honest job and are well versed in their line of work and deeply attached 

to it. 





Starting out from the conditions that actually prevailed in the Soviet Union at 

that time, Lenin concretely analyzed the two channels from which the technical 
strength for socialist construction could be derived. Firstly, select administrative 
personnel from the rank and file of one's own class; that is, have the Soviet regime 
utilize the state structure to nurture and create intellectuals from the working 

Class through channels such as School education, societal education, actual training, 
etc. Secondly, draw men who come from the overthrown class to work as administrators; 
that is, employ bourgeois specialists, and adopt, master, and utilize their knowledge 
and expertise in order to serve socialist construction. Lenin believed that 

bourgeois science and technology as well as bourgeois intellectuals were a valuable 
inheritance bequeathed to the proletariat by the old bourgeois world. There is not 
the slightest reason why the proletariat should scorn this attitude. Lenin's thoughts 
in this respect were reflected in concise form in the following sentence that he 
addressed to Gorkiy: “We will pull over to our side every single Archimedes in 

Russia and Europe." (Gorkiy, “Memories of Lenin,” p 81) (Note) 


With the idea of “pulling over to his side” all the “Archimedes” and having them 

play their role in the construction of socialism, Lenin severely criticized all the 
mistaken viewpoints of presumptuous arrogance or discrimination against intellectuals. 
He reminded leaders at all levels: “As far as we are concerned, those ‘scientific 
and technological specialists' who are proficient in their respective professions, 
even though they originated in the bourgeoisie, are 10 times more valuable than 
arrogant and conceited members of the Communist Party.” 

















In cor. est to the arrogant and conceited members of the Communist Party, Lenin 
placed the greatest trust in his intellectuals in political matters, and furthermore 
he adopted effective measures to try to raise the status of intellectuals in political 
life, supporting them in their energetic work. In his ceport to the Eighth Congress 
of the CPSU (Bolshevik) in 1919, Lenin pointed out: "We must not adopt a policy of 
nitpicking toward our specialists.” He clearly indicated that ali kinds of specialists 
should be entrusted in « planned way with responsible work in the localities and 
especially in the central administration. Without the participation of all these 
specialists, not one of the important projects could have been realized. Under 
Lenin's ideological guidance, the Soviet Union at that time paid the greatest 
attention to attracting specialists and having them participate in the policy 
decisions of every construction project. In showing solicitude for intellectuals 

and caring for them, Lenin set a brilliant example for us. Soon after victory in 

the October Revolution, he directed that a commission be set up to improve the 
livelihood of scientists; the commission was to be specially responsible for the 
improvement of the material living and working conditions of scientists in times of 
difficulty. * 


if Lenin trusted, cared for, and cherished the intellectuals in this way, how did he 
look upon the shortcomings, weaknesses, and erroneous ideas in intellectuals? Lenin 
believed that the majority of Soviet intellectuals at t* | *ime were a legacy of 

the capitalist society and naturally maintained a bow «.: ~orld outlook and 
bourgeois customs, and that some of them distrusted « . Soviet regime or even Prain- 
tained a hostile ittitude. The proletariat therefore  ..'* ~ot make the slightest 
political concession to them and had to suppress mercilessly the counterrevolutionary 
plots of a small minority among them. Lenin furthermore indicated that with regard 
to people steeped in bourgeois prejudices, “it is not possible to use clubs to 
enforce the work of an entire stratum,” but rather that it is necessary to base 
oneself on the principle of solidarity and make the greatest educational efforts. 
Practical experience has proven that Lenin's judgment was correct. Later, the over- 
whelming majority of new and old intellectuals stood together with the masses of 
workers and peasants. They carried out their work en.vhusiastically and made their 
due contributions to the consolidation of the Soviet regime and toward the quickening 
of the pace of socialist construction. 


Our country is now marching toward the realization of the four modernizations and 

is urgently in need of a large contingent of qualified personnel with professional 
knowledge. However, due to the influence of the ultralettist line, many comrades 
Start out fromthe narrow mentality of small producers. They despise the intellectuals, 
in a baffling mentality of a superiority complex whereby they take ignorance for 
something to be proud of and boast of the fact that they are nonprofessionals. 

This situation must be remedied most speedily. We must recognize that more than 

90 percent of our country's present intellectuals have been nurtured in many dif- 
ferent ways by our new society--that they are flesh and blood grown out of the working 
Class itself. As to the intellectuals who have come from the old society, as a 

result of 30 years of education by the party and tempering in the work process, most 
of them by far have already changed their world view and have gradually been trans- 
formed into members.of the working class. After the smashing of the “gang of four,” 
the Party Central Committee clearly proclaimed: “By far the greater majority of 

Our country's intellectuals have already become a part of the working class itself;"* 


“they are a reliable force of our party.” This is a scientific analysis and assess- 
ment of our country's intellectuals. Today, when we review Lenin's statements on the 











question of intellectuals, we must acquire Lenin's breadth and boldness of vision 
and unewervingly accept intellectuals as part of the main force working for the four 
meodernigations and a8 a reliable component of the party. We must trust them, respect 
them, show concern for them, cherish them, and have them play an even more active 

role in the construction of socialian, 


Note: Archimedes was 4 famous scientist in ancient Greece. In using his name, 
Lenin meant to refer to intellectuals as a whole, 
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CADRES URGED TO DEVELOP REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGY 
Xian SHAANKI RIBAO in Chinese 20 Mar 61 p 1 


(Aeticle by Wang Zhengdian £3769 2973 0368/: “Revolutionization Should Be the Top 
Priority"7 


{Text/ Since the Third Plenary Session's decision to shift the focal point of our 
work, it has become common practice for the broad masses of cadres to acquire an 
elementary education, learn a profession, and learn managerial skills. A large 
number of comrades in the prime of their lives have assumed leadership positions, 
and the leadership teams at all levels have begun to show some very encouraging 
changes. As this was happening, some people became inclined to neglect politics 

and to slacken in the revolutionization of their ideology. Recently, leading comrades 
of the Party Central Committee again clearly pointed out: “In all efforts to bring 
in more of the younger generation, to acquire more education and more specialization, 
the priority must of course be conceded to revolutionization.” This is undoubtedly 
of profound significance in the building up of a high level of socialist spiritual 
Civilization and of a contingent of cadres with a high degree of fighting power. 


During the 10 years of calamities, Lin Biao and the “gang of four” appropriated to 
themselves the slogan revolutionization for their “leftist” political line in order 
to serve their plot to usurp party and state power, causing this term to leave 4 
very bad impression in the minds of the people. Today we must turn chaos into order 
and restore the good name of revolutionization. 


The revolutionization that we wean is a political demand. It indicates that cadres 
must have a firm and correct political direction, support the program of the party 
as well as its line, principles, and policies, and work conscientiously at their 
particular posts. The consistent standard for the nurturing, selection, and service 
of our party's cadres is that they have both integrity and ability and that they are 
both Red and expert. Comrade Mao Zedong long ago pointed out: “The policy of the 
Communist Party with regard to its cadres must take as its criterion whether they 
can resolutely carry out the party's political line, observe party discipline, 
maintain close links with the masses, be capable of independent work, and be willing 
to work hard without seeking personal gain.” Comrade Zhou Enlai also once said: 

“In our criteria for selecting cadres, neither political standards nor working capa-~- 
bilities must be lacking, and political trustworthiness is a prerequisite.” Ideo- 
logical revolutionization provides the solution to the problem of integrity: 
Redness--political trustworthiness. 


10 








Some comrades believe that realisation of the four modernisations is the utmost 

in politics, and that assiduously studying one's profession for the benefit of the 
four modernisations means having a perfect grasp of politics. This conception is 
incomplete. As mentioned earlier, the politicos we mean are not at al) the immediate 
aims of the struggle for the four modernisations, but rather the line, principles, 
and policies that must be abided by in the realisation of the four moderniszations. 

A correct understanding of this question is extremely important, because in this 
world of ours there are basically only -wo types of moderniszations--one is 

socialist, and the other is capitalist. Anyone who doubts o: wavers as to the party's 
line, principles, and policies may be heading for an evil road. At the same time, 
we Must also recognize that although clase struggle is no longer an important 
conflict in our society, it definitely still exists. The rank and file of our cadres 
are etill constantly influenced and corrupted by remnant elements of the exploiting 
Class, by remnant forces of the “gang of four,” by ideas of feudal traditions, by 
decadent bourgeois ideologies, etc. Under these conditions, if “anyone neglects 
ideology and politics and busies himself a1] day with his work, there is great danger 
that he will become an economist or an engineer who has lost his bearings.” We 

Must therefore exhort every one of our cadres that although acquiring knowledge and 
special professional skills are of course important, since without them we cannot 
meet the needs of the new situation in working to realize the four modernizations, 
revolutionization is even more important. Ite function is that of the overall 
command which controls the direction. 


Some tear that emphasis on revolutionization may have ill effects on the other three 
endeavors. There is no basis for this fear. Comrade Lei Feng loved his work; no 
matter what job he had, he became proficient in that line of work. On the agri- 
cultural front he was an excellent tractor (driver; on the steel and iron production 
front he was commended over 20 times as a model and red-banner pacesetter. A 
soldier from among the sons of the people, he achieved extraordinary successes at 
ordinary posts...The basic reason for this was that he had conscientiously remolded 
his ideology and acquired a communist world outlook. Precisely as Comrade Mao 
Zedong said: “Ideological work and political work are the guarantees for the 
accomplishment of economic and technical work.” If a person is imbued with lofty 
ideals and maintains a breadth of vision and high values, he will be able to 
advance relentlessly, arduously struggling, undaunted by repeated setbacks, without 
ever giving up on his way toward his goals in education, science, and technology. 


Of course we must differentiate in ways, directions and demands, depending on the 
different occupations and professions of the cadres. We must avoid by all means 
“cutting everything with one knife" and “cooking everything in one pot.” We must 
correct that formalist, simplistic, crude method. However, there must never be any 
privileged exemptions or exceptions in such basic questions as firm adherence to the 
four basic principles, strengthening of ideological remolding, and implementation of 
the party's line, principles, and policies. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SPIRITUAL CIVILIZATION PRAISED 
Hangehou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 2 Apr 81 p 4 
[Article by Yu Kan [5940 0170): “Praise on Spiritual Civilisation") 


[Text] The difference between the word “civilisation” and ignornace, 
barbarouenese is as clear as that between longitude and latitude. We are an 
oriental ancient country which has produced a magnificent civilisation. Our 
socialist ideal, value, faith and practice are the finest, the loftiest, the 
noblest and the most precious in the history of human civilisation. Since the 
founding of our party several decades ago, our pioneers, guided by the lofty 
ideale of communiem, broke through the door of darkness by sacrificing their 
lives. Their spirit of selflessness; their unselfishness in serving people 
without self-interest; their spirit of fearing neither hardship nor death; their 
strictness in maintaining revolutionary discipline and their bravery in 
self-sacrificing have written a series of glorious paeans of spiritual 
civilization. The precious wealth of the Chinese spiritual civilization has 
glorified the annale of history. 


Since the founding of new China, the Lighthouse of spiritual civilization has 
illuminated the road of rapid progress of mankind and inspired aumerous epic 
making heroes. In the early 60's, Lei Feng's name echoed in the sky. “Love~hate 
clear-cut distinction of clase stand; the revolutionary spirit of consistency of 
words and deeds; the communist style of working selflessly for the public 
interest; the proletarian fighting spirit that defies personal danger" is the 
description of the spirit of Lei Peng, and aleo the reflection of socialist 
civilization. At that time, the Lei Feng spirit, like « pond of warm spring 
water, stirced up sentimental waves in people's hearts and moved the whole society. 


However, while the socialist epiritual civilisation was reaching ite high tide, 
our motherland encountered misfortunes. A historical tragedy lasted 10 years. 
The spirit of Lei Feng was contaminated by the Lin-Jiang cliques. Ugliness, 
darkness and filth disquised themselves as sacredness, Light and purity. Good and 
honest people felt sorry and were heart-broken over the fact that "Uncle Lei Feng 
is gone” because they knew that it was impossible to make our motherland flourish 
and strong without epiritual civilization. To carry out the four mgodernizations 
and a communist world of great harmony depend not only on the great resources of 
social materialist products but also on the enhancing of people's ideological 
awareness. One cannot be achieved without the other. Now, while building « 
socialist material civilisation, we are also building a spiritual civilization. 











lt i@ a heroic and glorious endeavor. It ie aleo a tremendously difficult 
undertaking. The spirit of Le Peng needs to be painstakingly advocated. Judging 
from the virtue of retired worker Hus Asu (5170 7093 4790) of the Shanghai 
Toothpaste Factory who made a will to donate her entire savinge of 10,000 yuan to 
the country and the good deeds of retired worker Mo Jingxiang [5459 0079 4362) and 
others in Shenyang who refused to receive high salary for their akille, we can see 
the rewemergence of the Lei Feng apirit. The flowers of socialiet spiritual 
civilisation are blooming. Comrades, work hard! Let the flowers of socialiat 
civilisation bloom luxuriantly in every corner of the Divine Land. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SOCLALISM SAID TO BE SOURCE OF WELL-BEING OF WORKING PROPLE 


Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO 4 Apr 61 p 3 


[Article by Chu Xu [2806 2485): “Socialiem is the Source of the Well-being of 
the Working People") 


[Excerpt] Some people ask, since in the developed capitalist countries the wages 
of working people are higher than ours and the lives of the agricultural workers 
are also better than ours, how can it be said that socialism is superior to 
capitalism? 


We say that the socialist system has incomparable superiority because fundamentally 
it represents and embodies the basic interests of the proletariat and the broad 
masses. Material life should be looked at, but it must a)eo be concretely 
analyzed. If we don't look at the concrete conditions in our country, but in an 
oversimplified and isolated manner compare the standard of living of the people 

in our country today with the standard of living of people in other countries, 

then we won't be able to clarify the questior.. We ought to recognize that 

today's China emerged from an extremely poo. and backward semi-feudal, semi- 
colonial society. The fact that we, trying to carry on reconstruction on a 
rotting decrepit mess, managed to feed a billion people within such a short time 
is, to mention nothing else, a remarkable thing. If 31 years ago we hadn't chosen 
the socialist road but the capitalist road, who knows how many among us would 

still be hungry, destitute, selling their sons and daughters and leading lives 

of misery. As for those countries that have been practicing capitalism for several 
centuries, their present standard of living really can't be considered low, but 
this doesn't show that the capitalist system is better than the socialist system. 
On the contrary, if the social systems of these countries were to change to 
socialism in the future, the standard of living of their people would positively 
be much higher than it is now. Of this there can be no doubt. 


The basic economic law of capitalism is the law of surplus value. The reason 
capitalists open factories and run enterprises is to further pursue surplus value. 
To obtain profits they madly expand production, improve production techniques 

and raise production efficiency. But the development of capitalist production 
only makes a small number of people millionaires or billionaires, while the vast 
majority of people are still in a position of exploitation and enslavement. 

















Only soctaliem is the source of well-being for the working people. In our country, 
lawe guarantee the people's rights and the government safeguards their interests; 
the cadres serve the people and the masses of the people are the masters of the 
mation, Moreover, socialiem takes public ownership of the means of production as 
fundamental, and the socialist relationships of production determine the production 
goals of soctaliam, guaranteeing the greatest possible eatisfaction of the 

const. tly increasing material and cultural needs of the entire society. A 
comparison of this with the capitalist pursuit of surplus value as a goal of 
production fully reflects the superiority of the socialiaet system. In our 

country, due to the elimination of exploitation, the wealth of society comes from 
the people and is used by the people. All production activities in society are 
carried on by centering on the needs of the broadest masses of people and 
absolutely not serving the needs of a emall number of people. Because of this, 
although our country's Level of development of productive forces is still not high 
today, the material and cultural life of the people has risen and is greatly 
improved compared with the past. Comparing the beginning of the 1970's with the 
beginning of the 1950's, our country's population did not quite double, but the 
number of employed workers and staff increased five-fold. Their number also 
increased considerably in the past few years. As the number of people employed has 
increased, the population supported by each worker has also decreased, from 3.2 
persons per worker in 1957 to 1.8 persons per worker. From 1956, when we inetituted 
a unified pay system on a national scale to 1979, there have been altogether seven 
wage adjustments which gradually increased the income of workers and staff. The 
average household income for workers and staff in 1980 was more than double that 

of 1957. Compared with developed capitalist countries, our wage levels are low. 
Considering the fact that our qualified workers are all employed, that expenditures 
for rent, utilities, education and transportation are very low, that workers do 

not pay income tax and that labor insurance and health care are paid (the nation's 
annual expense in labor insurance and Welfare alone equals 15 percent of total 
wages,) the actual living standard of the workers is really not low. This is 
completely different from the high wages, high taxes, and high prices of capitalist 
society. Concerning the broad masses of peasants, the country has several times 
raised the purchase price of agricultural and sideline products, lowered the sale 
price of materials needed for agricultural production, and reduced the price 
differential of industrial and agricultural products. The Third Plenary Session 

of the llth Central Committee further regulated the unified purchase price of 
grain. Since the grain of the summer of 1979 entered the market, prices have 

been raised 20 percent. The portion which exceeds procurement quotas is priced 

50 percent above the base. The purchase prices of cotton, cooking oil, sugar, 
livestock products, aquatic products, forest products and other agricultural 

and sideline products have also gradually been raised appropriately. The factory 
prices and sales prices of agricultural machinery, chemical fertilizers, 
pesticides, and plastics and other industrial products used in agriculture have 
come down 10 to 15 percent on the basis of reduced costs. The advantage of lowered 
costs has been basically passed on to the peasants. In the past three years, the 
average per capita income of rural commune members increased 17.70 yuan. Peasant 
savings have increased 15 fold compared with 20 years ago. All of this fully 
reflects that, under the given circumstances, the clear cut objective of satis- 
fying the needs of people was completely achieved and the requirements of 

socialist basic economic laws were met. 
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Of course, when we say that socialiem is th. source of the well-being of the 
working people it does not imply that we can eit back and enjoy ite achievements, 
Building socialiem requires the joint effort of the people of the whole country. 
If the leadership and the people have the same mind, and work with dedication to 
achieve the Four Modernizations, our lives will gradually prosper. We must 
definitely aspire to build a socialiat paradise in China with our own hardworking 
hands. 


9810 
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PARTY AND STATE 


EXISTENCE OF PRIVILEGED STRATUM WITHIN PARTY DENIED 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 14 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by Zhang Xuefa [1728 1331 3127): “Does a So-Called ‘Privileged Stratum" 
Exist Ineide the Party?") 


[Text] While our Party has been adopting vigorous measures to rectify party work 
style and trying to improve party leadership, some people say frightening things 
just to raise an alarm. They claim that a “privileged stratum" has appeared 
within the Party, that the contradiction existing between this stratum and the 
masses of the people constitutes the principal contradiction in present Chinese 
society and that only by eliminating this privileged stratum can China have hope. 
Such an argument sounds very revolutionary as well as extremely progressive. 

in fact, it is nothing more than the same old tune played by the bankrupt 
“bourgeoisie inside the Party." The spearhead of this criticism vainly attempts 
to change our socialist system and abolish the leadership role played by the Chinese 
Communist Party. 





It must be admitted that after complete seizure of state power by our Party, its 
Status changed from being oppressed, slaughtered and encircled to that of the 
party in power. As a result of this change, the corrosive influence of bourgeois 
ideology, and, especially, the influence of the "ten-year-turbulence," some of 

our party cadres tend to forget that to serve the people wholeheartedly is the sole 
purpose of our Party. They have cut themselves off from the masses. Some of them 
go so far as to take advantage of their position and power and seek privileges. 
This situation certainly exists within the Party, and some people are seriously 
affected by it. Should we judge the Party as a whole, however, those who are 
engaged in such unsavory practices as seeking privileges are in the minority. 

Their actions cannot represent our entire Party in any way. The vast majority of 
our party members and cadres are good or relatively good. For the welfare of the 
Party and the people, they keep the whole situation in mind, are brave in shoul- 
dering heavy burdens and work perseveringly and energetically. This vividly 
reflects our Party's proletarian character. We must fully appreciate this intrinsic 
quality and main trend. Just think, had the leading cadres of our Party become a 
“privileged stratum," how could we have solved so many problems leftover from the 
Third Plenary Session of the llth Central Committee and how could the excellent 
political-economic situation have come to the fore so rapidly? 


Our Party has constantly emphasized the importance of sweeping away the political 
dust which contaminates us. As regards awareness of preventing the emergence of 


17 

















the problem of bureaucracy and privilege, the Party Central Committee has always 
been sober=-minded and resolutely struggled against them. On the eve of liberation, 
moreover, Comrade Mao Zedong sent a warning to the whole Party at the 2nd Plenary 
Session of the 7th Party Central Committee. He warned that we must be modest and 
prudent and that we must preserve the style of hard struggle and plain living. 

After the whole country was liberated, our Party formulated a series of policies 
designed to combat such unhealthy tendencies as privilege-seeking and bureaucratism 
which separate us from the masses. Since the 3rd Plenary Session, our Party has 
vigorously taken many measures to enforce party discipline and rectify party work 
style in spite of the arduous and formidable tasks of national economic readjustment. 
For instance, commissions to inspecting discipline at various levels were formed, 
the "Guiding Principles for Inner Party Political Life" were enacted and issued, 

the system of practically lifelong jobs for leading cadres was transformed, 

unsavory practices such as seeking privileges were criticized in party newspapers, 
and action was taken by the Party against those who had seriously violated the law 
and discipline. These examples amply illustrate that our Party has always been 
against such erroneous tendencies as privilege-seeking, and that in ite struggle 
against these tendencies it has constantly stood together with the broad masses. 

Is it conceivable that people who themselves belong to a privileged stratum could 
call on the masses to oppose privileges? The hard facts of history prove that such 
unhealthy tendencies as seeking privileges are by no means one our Party's attributes. 
Quite the contrary, our Party is the key force leading the people of the whole 
country in the struggle against such unsavory practices as seeking privileges. 

To ignore the fact that our Party has always adopted policies designed to struggle 
against such erroneous tendencies as privilege-seeking and to assert that a 
“privileged stratum" has formed inside our Party is to vilify and slander our Party. 


Furthermore, the thesis that “there is a privileged stratum existing within the 
Party" is not only mistaken but unscientific. As expounded by Lenin, the so-called 
classes are groups of people, one of which can appropriate the labor of another 
because of the different places they occupy in a specific socio-economic structure. 
Production relations and relations of the system of ownership are the standards 

for class differentiation. An ideological style cannot be used as a criterion 
under any circumstances. Under our country's present social conditions, such 
unhealthy tendencies as privilege-seeking and bureaucratism belong mainly to the 
problem of ideological style, except in the case of a tiny minority of degenerate 
cadres. This ideological style cannot avoid being stamped as class. But it 

cannot be used as a criterion for class differentiation. Should those cadres 
tainted with unsavory practices such as privilege-seeking and bureaucratism be 
assigned to a class or stratum, both the Marxist definition of class and the 
standards for class differentiation would be violated. In addition, this would 
make for ideological confusion by obscuring the demarcation line between classes. 
Given our country's current conditions, a so-called "privileged stratum" does not 
and cannot exist. Accordingly, the assertion that the contradiction between the 
“privileged stratum" and the masses of the people is the principal contradiction 

in our society is a sheer demagogic fabrication. 





When we state that a “privileged stratum” does not and cannot exist within our 
Party, we do not deny the fact that a tiny minority of our party cadres are 
degenerate. Nevertheless, it is possible for a working class party in power to 
degenerate if it disregards strengthening its building or if it is unable to 
overcome the corrosion of the ideologies of the bourgeoisie and other exploiting 
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classes. The crux of the problem is that our Party is capable of preventing and 
overcoming the possibility of degeneration. When Huang Yanpei [7806 3508 1014], 
Vice Premier of the State Council during the initial post-liberation period, 
visited Yanan in 1945, he said to Comrade Mao Zedong, “Having lived 60 years, I 
notice that all political parties have a common failing. They tend to be cautious 
and conscientious at the outset when they are still in an awkward predicament. 
Once political power has been seized and consolidated, they become lax in spirit 
and inertia begins to show its effect. As a result, politics becomes immobile 

and stagnate, the government is marked by a diffusion of authority among numerous 
offices, there is adherence to inflexible rules of operation and individual citizens 
are likely to perish in the process." He asked Comrade Mao Zedong whether the 
Communist Party of China had found a new road to avoid this “vicious cycle." 
Comrade Mao Zedong answered, "A new road--democracy--has been found. The cycle 
can be avoided. Only by having the government supervised by the people will it 

not slacken in its work. Only by having everybody come forward to assume responsi- 
bility will the individual citizens be unlikely to perish in the political process 
and politics sot stagnate." From our Party's 60 years of history, we can state 
with certainty that the new road pointed out by Mao Zedong is absolutely correct. 
We must continue to advance along it. 


CSO: 4005/629 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE PLAYS ROLE IN RECTIFYING UNHEALTHY TENDENCIES 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 14 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by Chen Shijin [7115 6221 6855]: “Is the Party Central Committee Deter- 
mined To Solve the Problem of Unhealthy Tendencies?" ] 


[Text] Some people believe that strengthening the party's leadership requires 
improvement of the leadership of the party, and improvement of the leadership of 
the party requires continuous rectification of unhealthy tendencies. However, most 
recently the Third Plenary Session of the Central Disciplinary Commission pointed 
out that it will place all emphasis on upholding the four basic principles and on 
the implementation of the political line of the Third Plenary Session, in order to 
ensure that the entire party resolutely carries out the party's political line and 
its general and specific policies. Is this an indication that the Party Central 
Committee has no intention of doing anything about the problem of special privileges 
within the party and other similar unhealthy tendencies? 


This is purely a misunderstanding. In our party, ever since Comrade Mao Zedong in 
1942 first used the term “party work style," the term has signified the party's 
work style comprising all aspects such as ideology, politics, work, life, etc. In 
the spring of last year, the Central Committee decided to rectify the unhealthy 
tendencies within the party, actually meaning to rectify unhealthy tendencies with 
regard to such diverse aspects as ideology, politics, work, life, etc. If we take 
the problem of party work style only to refer to such things like opposing special 
privileges arrogated to themselves by certain cadres, or stopping some people from 
“going by the backdoor," that would be too narrow an interpretation. The custom 
of claiming special privileges by certain party members and cadres in their liveli- 
hood is of relevance to the survival of the party; we must certainly get this prob- 
lem under control. However, much more relhevant for the survival of the party are 
such problems as rectifying unhealthy tendencies in the inner party implementation 
of the party's political line and its general and specific policies, or the bureau- 
cratism evident in all work, and it is these problems that should attract our 
serious attention even more urgently. 


At present, an extremely small group of party members and cadres openly resist and 
oppose the party's political line and its general and specific policies, or adopt 
a double-faced attitude of complying overtly but opposing it covertly. Some dis- 
trust and calumniate the four basic principles and even make use of the party's 
propaganda media to spread their opinions. If such unhealthy tendencies are not 
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rectified, it will become impossible to implement the party's political line and its 
general and specific policies, and it will become impossible to further develop the 
atate of stability and unity, or to ensure the smooth progress of our economic re- 
adjustment, thus inflicting harm on the party and on the basic interests of the 
people. We are therefore much concerned about the party work style and are deter~ 
mined to attack resolutely as one of our major probleme the problem of strict ad- 
herence to the four basic principles, the implementation of the political line in 
force since the Third Plenary Session, and the implementation of the important 
policy decisions of the Central Committee. 


We must admit that there is much resentment among the masses against the “spe.:al 
privilege” mentality of some cadres and the “special privilege work style. We must 
expand great efforts on getting this problem under control. However, shall it be a 
cure of superficial symptoms or a cure in substance? Will it be an attempt to solve 
the problem by merely considering the situation from case to case, or should we 
start out from the ideological line to clear up the ideological source that pro- 
duces the “special privilege" work style? It appears that the proposal of the 
Third Plenary Session of the Central Disciplinary Commission to make a focal point 
of their work the strict observance of the four basic principles and the implemen- 
tation of the party's political line and its general and specific policies, will 
truly start out as a cure in substance. For over 20 years, the “leftist” ideology 
and erroneous ways exercised their influences on the entire party. In general, 
each comrade among us, especially cadres in leadership positions, who had to work 
and live constantly under the "leftist" guiding ideology became, to varying degrees, 
contaminated with the “leftist” things. Ever since the Third Plenary Session, 

some comrades had a very erroneous understanding of the party's political line, 
even going so far as to contradict it and refusing to implement the party's 
political line and its general and specific policies. Some disregarded organiza- 
tional discipline, each going his own way and not resisting or fighting against 

the unhealthy tendencies, harboring those who committed mistakes and covering up 

for them, or in open opposition taking no action against them. If our disciplinary 
commissions at all levels, faced with this extremely important problem in the work 
style or our party, “look but not see, listen but hear not," and do not put up a 
resolute and effective struggle, it will not only be impossible to guarantee the 
implementation of the party's political line and its general and specific policies, 
but also make it impossible to be more effective in rectifying the “special privi- 
lege" work style of certain cadres. Only by our greatest efforts in rectifying the 
most important problems in the present work style of the party, namely by having the 
entire party resolutely implement the Party Central Committee's ideological, 
political and organizational line, can the fighting power of our party experience a 
great increase in strength. In this way the solution of all other problems in the 
party work style, including the problem of "special privileges” in livelihood 
arrogated to themselves by certain cadres, will be provided with a very effective 
political and ideological foundation, and it will not be too difficult to carry out 
al’ necessary rectifications. 


8453 
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PARTY AND STATE 


DISTINCTION BETWEEN EMPHASIS ON ORGANIZATION DISCIPLINE, SLAVISHNESS MADE 
Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 14 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by Chu Tongguang [2612 0681 1639): “Is Emphasis on Organizational 
Discipline Equivalent to Slavishness?"] 


[Text] When studying the implementation of the working conference documents of 
the Central Committee, some people voiced the concern that the emphasis on having 
the entire party consciously and unconditionally submit to the Party Central Com- 
mittee may lead to a slavishness, on the principle of “carry out what you under- 
stand, also carry out what you don't understand." This concern is unnecessary. 


Full conformity with the Central Committee is a consistent organizational prin- 
ciple of our party; it is also a point of discipline that each member must recog- 
nize on joining the party. The rules of party discipline will certainly not permit 
any member whosoever to be organizationally a party member but politically a free 
agent to do as he pleases, or even go so far as to take an antagonistic stand 
toward the party, agitate for independence and sing a different tune from that of 
the Party Central Committee. Precisely because this is so, our party and Chairman 
Mao Zedong very early already raised the question of opposing extreme democrati- 
zation within the party. When Comrade Zhou Enlai headed the organizational depart- 
ment of the Central Committee in the early days of our second revolutionary war, 

he wrote an article, “Resolutely Eliminate All Nonproletarian Concepts From Within 
the Party," in which he sharply criticized a section of the party members who wil- 
fully disregarded party resolutions. Later, all party constitutions had explicit 
provisions on this point. This shows that it is precisely a reaffirmation of a 
consistent principle of the party, after having undergone repeated tests in actual 
practice, if the working committee of the Party Central Committee in greater 
clarity states the principle that party members must unconditionally maintain or- 
ganizational discipline, and in particular that the entire party must submit to the 
Central Committee. The practical experience of our party during its 60 years has 
proven that only when the broad masses of party members unconditionally submit to 
the party's organizational discipline, can the party effect a concentrate and uni- 
fied leadership, can it be a forceful struggle headquarters, and can it effectively 
impel forward our revolutionary cause. Even if certain faults or errors occur in 
the work of the party, these can be promptly rectified in reliance on the unified 
strength of the entire party. During the 10 years of turmoil, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" advocated to “kick out the party committees and stir up a revolu- 
tion,” incited party members and the masses to “go against the tide," “resist 
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mistaken leadership,” and under these pretenses they broke away from the party 
leadership and opposed it, They worked againet the party and stirred up such 
serious trouble as to bring about complete chaos throughout the country and plunge 
the country and the people into a very grave calamity, We can never forget this 
painful and bitter lesson, 


If we now emphasize that party members must unconditionally submit to the party's 
organisational discipline, we do this on the condition that the party's political 
line and ite general and specific policies since the Third Plenary Session are 
correct and that full confidence can be placed in the leadership of the Party 
Central Committee, At the same time, if we emphasize that party members must un- 
conditionally submit to the party's organisational discipline, we do so on the 
foundation of full development of inner party democracy and full respect for the 
democratic rights of party members within the party. It is absolutely different 
from advocating “carry out what you understand and also carry out what you don't 
underetand.” During the "Great Cultural Revolution,” Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" exercised extreme dictatorship within the party. They relied on “factories 
making cape [to be placed on the heads of alleged counterrevolutionaries to 
stigmatize them as such)," “iron and steel companies [gangs of toughs|" to force 
party members into compliance with their counterrevolutionary regime. They never 
allowed anyone to contradict, otherwise a “cap” would be put on hie head, or he 
would be given the taste of the big stick, or even designated a person beyond 
redemption, Their manipulations were “slavishness" pure and simple. After the 
emashing of the “gang of four,” and especially since the party's Third Plenary 
Session, our party summed up penetratingly the lessons as regards democratic cen- 
traliem in the party and conscientiously began to turn chaos into order. If we 
now emphasize that party members unconditionally submit to the organizational dis- 
cipline of the party, we demand that party members, under the precondition of 

firm observance of the four basic principles, liberate their minds, “start up 
their engines," acquire a thorough understanding of the Central Committee's politi- 
cal line and ite general and specific policies, and strengthen their active and 
effective political consciousness. If party members hold differing views on impor- 
tant political theories or policy questions, they are allowed to present their views 
fully at the party meetings. They my raise the questions once, twice, or any 
number of times. They may keep their opinions and submit them as reports to the 
Central Committee. Under no circumstances will they be made to wear “caps,” nor 
will they be taken advantage of for having shown a vulnerable point, or given a 
taste of the big etick. All thie is a full reflection of the fact that a normal 
democratic life has returned to the party, giving expression to a spirit that 
demands of the party members that they consciously submit to the organizational 
discipline of the party. Ask yourself, what has this in common with the “carry out 
what you understand and also carry out what you don't understand"? 


It is of course no secret that the inner party democracy that we speak of is not 
without any restrictions whatsoever; it is not a “freedom to do whatever you like" 
and “to say whatever you like.” The provisions of the "Guiding Principles" pres- 
cribe that it is permissible for party members to discuss and state their ideas 

if they hold differing views on the political line and general or specific policies 
of the party, but they must not openly spread opposing views among the masses or in 
newspapers and magarines, and it is even less permissible to manifest opposition 
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by taking any kind of action, This ie so because our party is the ruling party, 
which, during thie new chapter in our history, shoulders extremely heavy responsi~- 
bilities, The greater therefore is the need for unity within the entire party 
while it ie leading the entire nation in ite arduous etruggle. If our party mem~- 
bers, especially leading cadres, were to publish opinions that differed from, or 
even opposed the polatical line and policies of the Central Committee, the situa~ 
tion may easily be distorted and exploited by people and used to sow dissension, 
ruin the preatige of our party and destroy the unity of our party. Under the pre- 
text of opposing "“slavieshnese," we must also not end up practicing extreme 
liberaliem or anarchy. We must clearly identify the borderline between uncondi- 
tional submission to the organisational discipline on the one hand and “slavish- 
ness" on the other, We must coneciously rally round the party, resolutely carry 
out the Central Committee's political line and ite general and specific policies, 
and under no circumstances consider ourselves always in the right, act on our own, 
and in our political affairs have a multitude of opinions. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY COMMITTEES STUDY ELIMINATION OF LEFTIST INFLUENCES 
Shijiazhuang HEBEL RIBAO in Chinese 20 Apr 61 p 1 


[Article by Chen Baoling [7115 0202 5376): “Eradicate ‘Leftiet' Influences and 
Conacientiously Implement the Third Plenum's Line") 


[Text] For the past more than 2 months, the various prefectural, municipal, and 
county party committees of our province, through close etudy of the documents of 
the Central Committee's Work Conference, have gone further in recognizing the 
need to direct cadres to take the lead in eradicating the guiding ideology of 
the “left,” have deepened their understanding of the party Central Committee's 
great policy decisions on carrying out further economic readjustment and realiz- 
ing further political stabilization, and have further heightened their self- 
consciousness in persevering in the four basic principles and implementing the 
line of the Third Plenary Session. 





In the course of this study, a good many prefectural, municipal, and county 

party committees, along with first doing a good job of self-study, took care to 
get a good hold on study by cadres and the masses. Important, responsible com- 
rades personally organized the study, tying in their local area, their own per- 
sonal work, and ideological realities and, with constant reference to the Third 
Plenary Seseion's line, took the lead in discussing their own personal understand- 
ing of things, personally composed study materials, and supplied propaganda and 
guidance reports to the cadres and the masses, When the study was well under way, 
some prefectural, municipal, and county leading bodies, by convening 4 meeting 

on party life, exchanging ideas, and launching into criticiem and self-criticism, 
deepened their understanding of the spirit of the documents. A good many leading 
committee members went deep into the grassroots level, both investigating and 
researching and studying and discussing problems with the cadres and masses, and 
made great efforts to do a good job of studying the spirit of the documents and 
applying this to every item of their work. 


In the study discussions, leading members of the various prefectural, municipal, 
and county committees made the eradication of “leftist” errors their point of 
emphasis; they offered their critical judgments of the mistakes of former impor- 
tant, responsible members of the provincial party committee; they presented and 
analyzed “leftist” manifestations existing in this area; they deepened our under- 
standing of the fact that “leftist" errors are a general, overall problem; and 
they further recognized that it was precisely due to “leftist™ thinking that we 
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have suffered so many losses all these years, and that “leftist” ideology mani- 
fests itself in every area of life, The Zhangjiakou Prefectural Standing Com- 
mittee, in studying and discussing the documents, discussed the dangers of 
“Leftiem.” Everyone recognised that for many years in politics, one movement 
after another had harmed a great many comrades and created a large number of un- 
just, false, and mistaken charges, and that in the economy, objective conditions 
were ignored, objective lawe were violated, and they blindly sought to attain 
too high @ rate of speed, onesidedly went after high accumulation funds, empha- 
sized construction atall costs, and ignored the needs of the people's livelihood. 
A great many losses are to be held to this account. Although, after the party's 
Third Plenary Session, judgment was passed on the ideology and errors of the 
“left,” it te very superficial. At present, some comrades are not keeping abreast 
with changes in the situation, and generally feel that they cannot fathom what is 
going on and cannot feel motivated. This because their roote are in the term 
"left." In their study, the Zunhua County Party Committee summed up five 

aspects of the lessons learned about the direction of agricultural production 
under “leftist” influence: 1. Accumulation funde were too high, putting a 
strain on commune members’ consumption; 2. Capital construction battle lines 
were overextended, exceeding the capacity of accumulation funds; 3. They engaged 
in single management, destroying the internal proportional relationships within 
agriculture; 4. Expenditures were too great, and the labor consumption rate rose 
notably; 5. They forged ahead excessively with the five small industrial enter- 
prises, exceeding their actual capabilities. Some counties in Hengshui Prefec- 
ture also emphasized eradicating the “left” roote from the three areas of poli- 
tics, ideology, and practice. Everyone considered that, seen from the point of 
view of politics, neither in theory nor in practice was there ever any clear 
distinction made between what is actually socialist and what is capitalist; 
ideologically, they were subjective and onesided, and lacking in the method of 
materialist dialectic; in their practice, they did not sufficiently promote 
democracy, and they were guilty of bureaucratic malpractices. The various pre- 
fectural, municipal, and county leading members sincerely engaged in self-criticism 
with regard to the past problem of their not being sufficiently resolute or con- 
scientious in their implementation of the party's line, principles, and policies 
since the Third Plenary Session. 


The various prefectural, municipal, and county leading bodies, through the study, 
became more united and unified their understanding, and their spirits were heart- 
ened. The comrades of Tangshan City, through the eradication of “leftist” 
ideological influence, tied in their judgment of the mistakes of some important 
responsible persons in the former provincial party committee, and used the view 
that practice is the only standard for testing truth to look back over history, 
clearly distinguish right from wrong, unify their understanding some important 
questions concerning the history of Tangshan, and form general conclusions on 
the basis of their experience and the lessons learned. Everyone also recognized 
that, whether it was those who singled others out for punishment or those who 
were singled out for punishment, no one was completely inthe right. Generally 
speaking, as far as “leftiet" influence is concerned, the only difference between 
people is a difference in degree and a difference in how soon they recognize it. 
This treatment of history by seeking truth from facts was enthusiastically 
endorsed by all the comrades. In the course of the study, along with revealing 
problems through seeking truth from facts, [comrades in] Shijiazhuang Prefecture 
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studied the beneficial aspects of this readjustment. This encouraged them, gave 
them confidence, and increased their determination to do a g00d job of economic 
readjustment, Some comrades said that in this readjustment, finding the roots 

of the disease of “leftiem" means a readjustment of clear awakening; under such 
excellent conditions, to be able to see the potential dangers, means a readjust- 
ment of initiative; to readjuet both above and below means an active readjustment. 
What is more important is the fact that our party has been through many triale: 
Since it is capable of fighting, it is also capable of ruling the country. It 

is precisely because it led the people through the difficulties at the beginning 
of the 1960's and has passed through a summing up of its experience and the 
lessons learned, both positive and negative, that our party today is completely 
capable and has the mean to do a good job of leading this economic readjustment. 
Baoding's prefectural, municipal, and county party committees engaged in continu- 
ous specialized discussions on industry, agriculture, and trade and finance work. 
In agriculture, they concentrated their forces on getting a good hold on the 
implementation of systems of responsibility for agricultural production, solved 
the problems that needed to be solved in order to promote a system of production 
responsibility, mobilized the enthusiasm of commune members and the masses, and 
launched a program of double protection against drought. In industry, they took 
initial steps to clarify the implementation of present production plans and the 
enterprises’ production situation, and determined to concentrate their forces on 
raising present production and reversing the drop in production. Regarding 
enterprises that have been shut down or shifted into other areas of production, 
they are doing a good job of training staff members and workers, doing a good job 
of dealing with the work following improvement, and doing a good job of rearrang- 
ing for the livelihood of staff members and workers. With regard to financial 
income and expenditures, step by step they have formulated an overall scheme 

for equalizing income and expenditures. The prefectural party committee also 
came up with 10 regulations to strengthen and reform leadership. The leading 
comrades of the prefectural party committee led a group of cadres composed of 
heads of employment offices to various counties, to the countryside, to factories 
and to enterprises, promoting work at the same time as they engaged in investiga- 
tion and research. The various county standing committees also are readjusted 
their work assignments, selecting a number of cadres to effect a deep, realistic 
solution of problems. 





In the course of the study, the comrades of the various prefectural, municipal, 
and county party committees deeply felt that the four basic principles are the 
guiding principles for establishing our country, and that persevering in the four 
basic principles is the necessary premise for doing a good job of economic readjust- 
ment and realizing the four modernizations. In order to persevere in the four 
basic principles, one must eliminate the interference of "left" versus right. 

At present, some people are suspicious of the four basic principles and are en- 
gaged in liberaliem, anarchy, and extreme individualism. We cannot have a per- 
missive attitude toward this kind of problem. Regarding any tendency to weaken, 
become free of, eliminate, or oppose the four basic principles, we must engage 

in criticiem, education, and even necessary struggle. At the same time, as we 
place emphasis on eradicating the influence of “leftist” ideology, we must also 
pay attention to rectifying other erroneous ideologies. 


27 











The comrades of the various prefectural, municipal, and county party committees 
considered that studying the documents of the Central Committee's Work Confer-~ 
ence is still only the initial step in clearing up the influence of "leftist" 
ideology. In our work and practice hereafter, we must continue to use the 
apirit of the Third Plenary Session ase our standard, conscientiously sum up 

our experiences and lessons learned, continue to eradicate “leftist” ideologi- 
cal influences, unify our thinking with the correct line, principles, and poli- 
cies since the Third Plenary Session, do a good job of economic readjustment, 
consolidate and develop a political situation of stability and unity, work hard 
in a down-to-earth manner, lead the masses, and, with one mind and one heart, 
build the four modernizations. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


FOUR BASIC PRINCIPLES SAID TO BE PILLERS FOR BUILDING COUNTRY 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO 20 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by Hud Changlin [1920 7022 2651] and Chen Tiandi [7115 1131 6611): 
"Pillars and Clubs") 


[Text] Some people say that the Four Basic Principles are four pillars holding 
up the sky; others say they are four clubs for beating people, The difference 
between pillars and clubs is very great. 


People who use the first one have taken a proletarian standpoint that represents 
the interests of the vast majority of people. They think the Four Basic Principles 
are fine, that the socialist road is the one that must be taken to reach well- 
being, that the people's democratic dictatorship and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat are the precious heritage which unites the people and strikes out 
against the enemy, that the leadership of the Communist Party is a basic guarantee 
that the Four Modernizations will be realized and that Marxism-Leninism Mao 
Zedong Thought is the guide to victorious, progressive action. in order to set 
up these four pillars on Chinese soil, countless revolutionaries advanced wave 

on wave, unstintingly shed their blood and sacrificed their lives. In the past 
thirty odd years, relying on these four pillars, millions upon millions of 

people have given their sweat and strength to build an edifice of socialism in 
China. New China is new precisely because it has these sky-supporting pillars. 

In order to protect these pillars, we have traveled a tortuous road and have 
experienced countless difficulties and dangers. Domestic and foreign hostile 
forces, Lin Biao, the Gang of Four, those wood-boring insects, have vainly 
attempted in every possible way from outside and inside to cause the collapse 

of these four pillars. But all of their counterrevolutionary schemes have failed, 
and the Four Basic Principles, the four great pillars, loftily stand upright and 
tall on Chinese soil. These four pillars bring together the ideals, aspirations, 
wisdom and strength of the Chinese people; without them the edifice would 
collapse. To depart from the Four Basic Principles would destroy the country 

and bring disaster to the people. The vivid metaphor of pillars reflects the 
warm affection, faith, and confidence of the Chinese people toward the Four Basic 
Principles. 


Those who look upon the Four Basic Principles as clubs come under two 
circumstances. The first is muddled thinking on the part of some comrades among 
the people. They take the Four Basic Principles as standing in opposition to the 
emancipation of thought, and they think that emphasis on them will hinder the 
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development of democracy and obatruct the emancipation of thought. As a result 
there are those who advocate “breaking through restrictions" and who call for 
“casting off fettera."” That these people call the Four Basic Principles clubs 
reflects their misinterpretation of the emancipation of thought and their doubts 
and waverings concerning the Four Basic Principles. If nothing is done to 
overcome this type of thinking and it is left to run ite course, it will be very 
dangerous. The other type are openly hostile to the Four Basic Principles. This 
type of person falsely calle the Four Basic Principles clubs, reflecting their 
hostile and frightened psychology. Their opposition to the Four Basic Principles 
is determined by their counter-revolutionary nature. We gust strongly oppose and 
carry on struggle against their destructive activities; we absolutely cannot let 
them freely commit their evil acts. If some people etill insist on calling 

the Four Basic Principles clubs, then we can answer with boldness and assurance 
that these clube will definitely be used against enemies. 
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PARTY AND STATE 





IMPACT OF LEFTIST IDEOLOGY ON PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 
Shenyang LIAONING RIBAO in Chinese.21 Apr 81 p 1 


[Article by Dai Yukun [2071 3768 1507], Tian Jingyuan [3944 3529 0955] and 
Wu Kang [0702 1660]: "The Implications Have Spread to the Realities of Per- 
sonnel Work; We Must Eradicate the Influence of ‘Leftist’ Thinking") 


[Text] "“Conscientiously eradicate the influence of ‘leftist’ thinking and do 
a good job, within the readjustment of the economy, of cadre readjustment and 
the apportioning of work among cadres." This was one of the points emphasized 
during the discussions at an informal meeting of heads of municipal and local 
labor offices that was concluded on 11 April. 


The various heads of municipal and local personnel offices attending the meet- 
ing considered that for more than 20 years the influence of “leftist” thinking 
on personnel work has been very deep, the danger posed by this is very great, 

and the most prominent manifestations of it are: 1. In the distinguishing 

among, selecting, and utilizing cadres, judgments have continuously been made 
regarding people who supposedly "place emphasis on talent while disparaging 
virtues," and cadres who have arduously and painstakingly learned their profes- 
sions are looked upon as being merely expert but not Red, and as being inter- 
ested only in following the path of their profession. In getting a good grasp 
of moral and professional standards for cadres, too much emphasis has been placed 
upon cadres’ historical origins and not enough attention is paid to the cadres’ 
practical abilities and actual deportment. This has caused a good many people 

of outstanding talent to be suppressed and submerged. 2. In the assignment of 
work to cadres, the emphasis has generally been on the needs of heavy industry 
and publicly owned units, while the cadre force of agriculture, light industry, 
and units owned by a collective, which are badly in need of manpower, are not 
replenished or strengthened. This has had a direct, negative effect on the pro- 
duction development of agriculture, light industry, and collective-owned units. 
3. There is discrimination in attitudes toward and utilization of intellectuals. 
Politically they have not been trusted; in their work, attention has not been 
paid to bringing their effectiveness into full play; regarding their remunera- 
tion, there has not been enough concern. All this has inhibited and discouraged 
intellectuals’ enthusiasm and creativity. 4. In the treatment of cadres who have 
committed mistakes, there has been a tendency to “highly estimate the seriousness 
of the crime and deal with offenders severely," and even to implicate the entire 
family of the accused. Even after they have rectified their mistakes, they still 
are generally not trusted and cannot really be utilized. 5. In the building of 
ranks of new cadres, the basis of cadre training has gradually been eliminated 
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and the system of cadre education has become lax. Political movements have 
been used to replace the theoretical education of cadres, eliminating cultural 
and professional study and having a serious negative effect on heightening the 
Marxist-Leninist theoretical level and the cultural and professional levels of 
the ranks of cadres. 


At the informal meeting, a good many comrades tied in actual problems in person- 
nel work at present and spoke of the great significance of eradicating "leftist" 
influence. Everyone pointed out that although "leftist" errors regarding person- 
nel work have to some extent been rectified since the party's Third Plenum, 
nevertheless the influence of “leftist” thinking still exists to one degree or 
another. For example, in the selection and utilization of cadres, the pernicious 
influence of the theory of the unique importance of class origin has not been 
completely complex, no one dares to fully trust them or to go to any lengths to 
utilize them. Regarding cadres who committed mistakes in the past and have cor- 
rected their mistakes, there are still all kinds of reservations about utilizing 
them. People's understanding of the position and effect of professional and 
technical cadres in building the four modernizations is not sufficient, and a 
minority of comrades still discriminate against them, are hypercritical and 
overdemanding of them, have not straightened out their thinking regarding the 
implementation of the party's policy on intellectuals, and so forth. Everyone 
considered that in the minds of a certain proportion of comrades there was 

formed for many years the notions that “left” is better than right and that one 
would rather be "left" than right, and this has become a frightful force or habit. 
For this reason, one cannot suppose that we will be able to completely eradicate 
the influence of “leftist” thinking within a very short period of time. Particu- 
larly because one must begin with the ideological roots of these notions, bring- 
ing order out of this chaos is definitely not going to be an easy task. The 
meeting demanded of all levels of personnel departments, particularly comrades 

in charge of leadership work, that in order to have sufficient recognition of 

the need to eradicate the influence of "leftist" thinking, they must definitely 
combine their efforts with the realities of the work of their own departments 
and their own units, use the methods of criticism and self-criticism, self- 
consciously clear up the influence of "leftist" ideology, and sum up their 
experience and the lessons learned, so as to avoid committing the mistake of 

the “left" once again. Only by liberating ourselves from the fetters of “leftist” 
ideology can we select talent for building the four modernizations, and only 

then can we function as a “Bo Le” [0130 2867] with a truly good grasp of the 
situation and do a good job of every item of personnel work. 





The meeting also closely focused on the problem of how personnel work can better 
serve the programs of further economic readjustment and further political stabili- 
zation, and conscientiously studied this question. Leading comrades of our national 
personnel offices, as well as of the people's provincial government and the pro- 
vincial committee's organizational branch, attended and spoke at the meeting. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


DICTATORSHIP OF PROLETARIAT, DICTATORSHIP OVER ENEMY DISTINGUISHED 


Nanjing XINHUA RIBAO in Chinese 21 Apr 81 p 3 


[Article by Guang Jun [0342 6511]: "Should Democracy Be Developed Under the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat?"] 


[Text] Any mention of dictatorship will easily lead people to think of the 
phrase “dictatorship is to be exercised over the enemy," as if people's demo- 
cratic dictatorship, that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat, always signi- 
fies violence and suppression. However, the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
the “dictatorship to be exercised over the enemy" are two different things that 
must not be lumped together. 


"Exercising dictatorship over the enemy" is only one of the functions of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. Apart from suppressing the resistance of the exploit- 
ing class and guarding against the aggression and subversion of imperialism, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat also shoulders the tasks of leading the masses of 
other working people on to the road of socialism, to organize and develop the 
economy, to promote and raise the culture of the country, etc. In all these tasks, 
socialist democracy must be fully developed, and for their accomplishment reliance 
must be placed on the strength of the masses. Dictatorship and democracy there- 
fore constitute two inseparable aspects of the proletarian state power. When we 
emphasize the development of people's democracy, we must not forget the dictator- 
ship over the enemy, and when we persist in dictatorship over the enemy, we must 
not overlook the full development of our people's democracy. 


We must realize in particular that in the China of today, the exploiting class 

as a class does not exist anymore, and elements of that class that have not yet 
been reformed are extremely few, so that the target of dictatorship has shrunk 
while the sphere occupied by the people has widened. If we insist on people's 
democratic dictatorship, that is, dictatorship of the proletariat, we will there- 
fore have to shift the focus much more on to the aspect of developing democracy. 
We mist fully develop socialist democracy, rally the masses of those over 98 per- 
cent of the people, and under the leadership of the party exercise dictatorship 
over that extremely small number of genuine enemies. 


We all know that the “comprehensive dictatorship" that Lin Biao and the “gang of 


four" had set up was in actual fact a feudal, fascist dictatorship which had no 
use for democracy and was smothering democracy. They wantonly clamored that 
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“atate power is power to suppress,” and insisted on labelling most of our cadres 

as “capitalist-roaders," they slandered the broad masses of our intellectuals as 
“atinking ninth category," and designated a large number of our workers and 

peasants as “royalists,” and made all these people the target of dictatorship. This 
was a complete distortion of the dictatorship of the proletariat, a sabotage of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, and in actual fact transformed the dictatorship 

of the proletariat into a dictatorship over the proletariat, plunging the broad 
masses of cadres and people into a deep abyss of misery. An extremely grievous 
lesson! 


Today, whenever some comrades hear of upholding the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
their hearts start fluttering with fear, they “turn pale at the mention of the 
tiger," as if from now on there will be no more emphasis on the development of 
democracy, and as if some deceptive tricks will again go on stage. This is a 
misunderstanding. There are also some few comrades who are still in the fetters 

of “leftist” thinking. As soon as upholding the dictatorship of the proletariat 

is mentioned, they will connect it in their minds with violence and suppression, 

or even think of a return to the conditions as when the “four pests" were on the 
rampage, when everything among the people had to follow strict orders. Placing 
democracy and dictatorship in this way into antagonistic, opposite positions and 
then only consider dictatorship and forgetting all about developing democracy wi in 
the people would be a complete misinterpretation of upholding the people's demo- 
cratic dictatorship, that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat. We are deter- 
mined to clear up any misunderstanding and gain perfect understanding of the 
inherent meaning of people's democratic dictatorship; we are determined not to 

adopt the “leftist" viewpoint in our understanding of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and thus avoid falling into the pitfall of a distorted onesidedness. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


SPIRITUAL, MATERIAL LNTERRELATIONSHIP STRESSED 
Kunming YUNNAN RIBAO in Chinese 2 May 81 p 3 


{Article by Wang Zhanfei [3769 1455 7378]: "On the Dialectical Relationship Between 
Spiritual Civilization and Material Civilization") 


[Text] Along with the launching of the "five emphases" and “four-beautiful" 
activities, more and more comrades, especially young comrades, have developed a 
broad interest in respect to the building of socialist spiritual civilization. They 
are discussing, exploring and practicing on a series of theoretical questions and 
bringing a lively new situation to the ideological and theoretical front. But, in 
the case of certain questions, there is really a need to make things clear. 


Some comrades have suggested: Since material civilization is the foundation of 
spiritual civilization, and our productive power at present is still at a rather low 
level and our material life is not so well-off either; is there any objective basis, 
after all, for building an advanced socialist spiritual civilization? We say that 
the developmental level of productive power exerts an important influence upon the 
building of spiritual civilization, but it is also necessary to understand the 
tremendous reaction of spiritual civilization on material civilization. Here we 

need to draw clearly the boundaries as to two aspects. First, the relationship 
between material civilization and spiritual civilization is not the same as the 
relationship between the material and the spirit. The spiritual is derived from the 
material, but spiritual civilization is not derived from material civilization. 

Ever since human society came into existence, people have always created spiritual 
wealth along with the creation of their material wealth; they were interdependent 

and mutually promotive, and they were both major factors propelling society to move 
forward. Saying that material civilization is the foundation of spiritual civilization, 
means, in the main, that people must be furnished with clothing, food, housing, means 
of transportation and such material conditions before they are able to engage in 
activities to create spiritual wealth and promote the development of spiritual 
civilization. And it does not mean that if there is a certain kind of material 
civilization, there will naturally be a certain kind of spiritual civilization. In 
different developmental stages and socieities, the developments of material civiliza- 
tion and spiritual civilization are very uneven. Secondly, the development of 
spiritual civilization is constrained by the material base, but the degrees to which 
different component parts of spiritual civilization are constrained are also different. 
Generally speaking, the level of science and technology, culture and education, is 
directly constrained by material conditions; but in the case of the part of the moral 
aspect which includes ideals, sentiments, beliefs, customs and habits, it is not 
necessarily entirely so. Today, the level of the productive power of certain 
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capitalist countries is very high, but none of them is exempted from a creeping, 
profound spiritual crises or from prevailing, serious questions of moral depravity. 
Contrary to this, during the period of our democratic revolution material conditions 
at our base areas were pretty deficient, yet the people of these base areas were 
marked by lofty morals, fine sentiments, and an optimistic spirit. In the early 
days after liberation, our material foundation was still very weak; but, compared 

to the old society, the spiritual outlook of the people and the moral customs of 
society underwent a radical change. 


Marx and Engels said: A class is a ruling material force in society, and it is also 
4 spiritual force in the ruling position. From the very day of its inception, the 
proletariat has always played the role of a material force destined to make large- 
scale production society-wide. When it develops from a class in itself to a class 

for itself, it is bound to have the breadth of visior to fight for the communist cause 
and further train and foster the lofty qualities of selflessness and fearlessness, 
unity and mutual assistance, and the revolutionary spirit of marching forward bravely 
through struggle. After it seizes revolutionary political power, it then employs 

its strength as the class in the ruling position to build socialist material civiliza- 
tion and spiritual civilization. In this regard, the socialist mode of production 
becomes the most important condition for building socialist spiritual civilization. 
Everybody knows that the mode of production of material goods determines the character 
of the social system and the outlook and spiritual life of society. In a socialist 
socie.y, the foundation of production relations is public ownership of the means of 
production. This system not only opens up a broad avenue for the development of 
productive power and makes possible the continued elevation of the level of science 
and technology, culture and education, but also enables laborers to give full, free 
development to their physical strength and their intellect and makes the spirit of 
collectivism and the idea of serving the people the common customs in society. Apart 
from this, the Chinese people's civilized traditions of several thousand years’ 
Standing and the fine work styles fostered by the Chinese Communist Party are also 
important conditions for building a socialist advanced spiritual civilization. All 
this constitutes the objective foundation for building our socialist spiritual 
civilization. 


There are also some comrades who have expressed concern as to whether or not the 
emphasis placed on the building of spiritual civilization after the focus of the 
party's work had been shifted to the construction of the four modernizations would 
once again lead to an exaggeration of the role of spirit and thereby affect economic 
construction, and whether or not, because of the advocacy of the communist work style, 
the principle of material benefit under socialism would be negated. Such a concern 

is not without reason. The leftist line already made us suffer enough hardship; yet 
even to this day there are still some comrades who fail to look after the livelihood 
of the masses, fail to pay attention to objective laws, and fail to understand the 
party's line, principles and policies since the 3d Plenary Session of its llth 

Central Committee. It is really possible for them to follow the old path of the 

past in the new situation. Precisely because of this, there is still a need to 
further clean up leftist thinking and eliminate its remnant poison. But we must 

also cleary recognize that the relationship between material civilization and spiritual 
civilization is one of dialectical unity; the two are mutually supplementary and 
complementary, and the one cannot do without the other. It is erroneous to exaggerate 
the role of spirit; but it is not correct to overlook the dynamic role of spirit. 











juet think, where can we secure the four modernigations’ Where can we secure material 
benefite for the people’ They depend on people to develop them, to create them, 
without the spirit of hard work, the spirit of fearing neither hardship nor death, the 
spirit ef studying Yard and daring to innovate, and the spirit of strict adherence to 
discipline and fight in unity on the part of hundreds of millions of the people, 

the four modernigations would amount to a pie in the esky, With thie kind of spirit 
the broad masses will overcome difficulties and attain their expected goals, Funda- 
mentally speaking, te pay attention to the role of epirit ie to pay attention to 

man, The masses of the people under the socialist syatemare the masters in society; 
the dynamic character of their consciousness aleo possesses creative power, Such 
dynamic character ef the consciousness of the masses of the people, when united with 
objective law, will enable our great cause to advance smoothly at each turn. 


Ae for the socialist principle of material benefits and the communist work style, 
both are different from, and aleo united with, each other, and both are determined 

by the socialist system and situated in the unified socialist entity. In the capita= 
List society, it is never possible to pay attention to the material benefits of the 
masses, Just ae Engele said: From the viewpoint of the bourgeoisie, there is not 

4 single thing in the world which does not exist for a eum of money, including they 
themselves, They follow the motto “unless a man looks out for himself, Heaven and 
Earth will destroy him" in order to pursue surplus value as much as possible. The 
socialist principle of material benefits results from the liberation of the means of 
production and the laborers themselves; it embodies the superiority of the socialist 
economic system. The communist work style comes into being in response to the need 
of the socialist economic base, and serves the economic base in turn, It makes 
people pay attent on to the collective, to society, and exert their labor together 

in order to create more material wealth and spiritual wealth. In the process of 
developing the four modernizations, it is entirely possible for us correctly to unite 
the two together. 


9255 
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PARTY AND STATE 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FOUR BASIC PRINCIPLES, EMANCIPATION OF MIND 
Harbin HARBIN RIBAO in Chinese 18 May 81 p 1 


[Commentator article: "Uphold the Four Basic Principles and Continuously Bmancipate 
the Mind] 


[Text] To properly understand and handle the relationship between adherence to the 
four basic principles and emancipation of the mind is a fundamental prerequisite for 
correctly carrying out the line, guiding principles, and policies of the jrd Plenary 
Session of the llth party Central Committee. Furthermore, it is a basic matter of 
doing a good job in political-ideological work. 


The 3rd Plenary Session of the llth party Central Committee defined the guiding 
principle of emancipating the mind, “setting machines in motion," seeking truth 
from facts, and a policy of unity in looking forward. The guiding principle at that 
time was put forward mainly to do away with the viewpoint of “two-all's," rid the 
people of the yoke of modern superstition and the ultra-leftist line molded by Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four," recover the Party's dialectical materialistic ideolog- 
ical line of seeking truth from facts, proceed from actual conditions and handle 
affairs strictly according to objective laws. Before long, in order to counter the 
ideological trend of a few people in our society to suspect, negate or oppose the ~ 
four basic principles and a tendency of bourgeois liberalization, the party Central 
Committee again stressed that as regards political ideology, the four basic prin- 
ciples must be upheld, and emphatically pointed out that they were principles to be 
adhered to for a long time by our party. Since the 3rd Plenary Session, the four 
basic principles have been embodied in a series of guiding principles and policies 
carried out by the party Central Committee. Some cadres feel that upholding the 
four basic principles contradicts the emancipation of the mind because they do not 
have a comprehensive and deep understanding of the party line, guiding principles, 
and policies in force since the third plenary session. If they do not deviate from 
the four basic principles in order to emancipate the mind, they emphasize that the 
four basic principles tie one's hands and feet. They do not study new situations or 
solve new problems, nor are they courageous enough to eradicate antiquated and back- 
ward things by proceeding from actual conditions. They even complain that the spirit 
of the central authorities has "changed" or “tightened up." 


Is emancipation of the mind inconsistent with upholding the four basic principles? 
We believe that they are completely identical. What we mean by emancipating the 














mind is not “going off into wild flights of faney."” Neither does it refer to the 
liberated individuality of the bourgeoisie, It is the emancipation of the mind 
under the guidance of Marxism, Its substance as well as basic requirement is to 
seek truth from facts, It requires that people's understanding tally with the 
developmental law of objective things, that ideas link with practice and that the 
subjective conforms to the objective, The four basic principles are a scientific 
summation of several decades of experience in revolution and construction, repeated= 
ly proven truths acquired from practice and an accurate reflection of objective laws, 
From the viewpoint of historical development, they are aleo a product of the eman- 
cipated mind, Therefore, there is no contradiction between upholding the four basic 
principles and emancipating the mind. Moreover, they are interdependent and reen- 
force each other, Adherence to them ie the basic guarantee for carrying the eman= 
cipation of the mine forward along the right track. Should we not be guided by 
Marxiem-Leninism-Mao Zhedong Thought, reject the leadership role played by the 
Chinese Communist Party, or refuse to establish the socialist syatem of people's 
democratic dictatorship, we will be unable to emash the fetters of various idealiems 
and metaphysics held by the petty bourgeoisie. The emancipation of one's thinking 
under such circumstances would be out of the question. Our present emphasis on 
adherence to the four basic principles by no means indicates that the job of eman- 
cipating the mind has been well done. The objectively existing things continuously 
develop in a forward direction and the people's understanding constantly develops 
with them. The process of emancipating the wind is the process of the people's 
understanding of the objective world, on the one hand, and the process of gaining 
freedom to exercise control over it on the other. This process will never end. At 
present, the thinking of many cadres is not Liberated enough, and the problems of 
ossification and semi-ossification have not been completely solved. They are still 
fettered by various erroneous ideologies, particularly by the “leftist” guiding 
ideology which has been doing harm within the Party for more than twenty years. As 
a result, they do not understand the line, guiding principles and policies put into 
effect since the 3rd Plenary Session, nor do they recognize the new situation and 
new problems which have emerged in the four modernizations. They remain unaccustomed 
to political-economic reforms and national economic readjustments. Accordingly, we 
must uphold the guiding principle of emancipating the mind and we should not regard 
a tentative start as “carrying things too far.” We must break the bonds of the in- 
fluence of “leftiet™ ideology, the influence of remnant feudalism, the influence of 
bourgeois ideology, and the force of habit of small-scale production. Otherwise, 
there will be hope neither for the four modernizations nor for our country. 


However, the emancipation of the mind definitely cannot deviate from the four basic 
principles. To emancipate the mind by departing from the four basic principles will 
take people on evil ways. Some people maintain that adherence to the four basic 
principles is a hindrance and impediment to emancipating the mind. Consequently, 
they tend to emancipate the mind by “breaking through" the four basic principles. 
This is absolutely wrong. Nothing in the world is free from restraint. Neither 
“absolute freedom” nor “absolute democracy" exists. It is necessary to impose 
restraint on tendencies to suspect, negate, and oppose the four basic principles 
and also upon bourgeois liberalization, anarchism and ultra-individualisa. in 
addition, we must wage necessary struggles against these tendencies. If not, our 
country will be unable to advance along the socialist path, the present phase of 
stability and unity will be undermined, our national economic readjustment and the 
four modernizations program will not proceed smoothly and the basic interests of 
the broad masses of people will be jeopardized. 
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Uniy by adherence to the four basic principles can we truly emancipate the mind, and 
only by constantly emancipating the mind can we really uphold the four basic prin- 
ciples. Thie ts the relationship between the four basic principles and emancipation 
of the mind, By grasping this relationship, we will be more capable of fully 
carfying out the Line, guiding principles, and policies of the rd Plenary Session 
and of thoroughly implementing the apirit of the Central Work Conference. 


C80; 4005/669 END 
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